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   PPM Energy’s Trimont Area Wind Farm goes commercial 

TRIMONT, Minnesota --  PPM Energy’s Trimont Area Wind Farm – Minnesota’s first 
commercial-scale, landowner-developed wind farm -- began commercial operation on 
Tuesday, November 29. The 100-megawatt (MW) wind energy development located near 
Jackson, Minnesota is expected to generate renewable energy equivalent to the annual 
electric consumption of 29,000 homes served by Great River Energy’s 28 member 
cooperatives. 

“The Trimont Area Wind Farm is an excellent fit for Great River Energy. Not 
only does it provide us with clean, renewable energy it also is a local project situated 
right in Great River Energy’s service territory,” said Rick Lancaster, vice president of 
generation for Great River Energy. “This project also brings us closer to our commitment 
to reach the 10 percent renewable energy objective by the year 2015.” Currently, with the 
Trimont Area Wind Farm output, the renewable content of Great River Energy’s energy 
portfolio is approximately five percent.  

The Trimont Area Wind Farm (TAWF) consists of 67 General Electric wind 
turbines situated on approximately 8,900 acres of farm land. TAWF was launched by a 
coalition of 43 landowners in Jackson and Martin counties. The group responded to a 
Great River Energy request for proposals in 2003. TAWF was selected because of its 
competitive price, its access to interconnection facilities, and its ability to deliver the 
power to Great River Energy’s member cooperatives. Subsequent to its selection by 
Great River Energy, TAWF chose PPM Energy to develop, build and operate the project 
on its behalf.  

“Commercial operation is a milestone event at every wind farm. At Trimont, the 
construction team worked over the Thanksgiving holiday and in blizzard conditions 
during the final 24 hours to complete turbine commissioning,” said Raimund Grube, 
managing director of PPM’s Midwest Wind Business. “We are delighted to bring online 
clean, renewable energy just as winter energy needs increase.” 

“After almost three years of planning and development, it is wonderful to see the 
project up and running,” said Neal VonOhlen, chief manager of the Trimont Area Wind 
Farm (TAWF) and a local landowner, “and it is gratifying to know that we are providing 
clean energy for our fellow Minnesotans.” 

     more 



 

2-2-2   

This project provides more benefit to landowners than the typical wind project. 
Landowners benefit from revenue participation, as well as from traditional easement 
payments. In addition, production tax revenues from the project for Jackson and Martin 
counties are expected to range from $350,000-$400,000 annually.  

Great River Energy ( www.GreatRiverEnergy.com) is a not-for-profit generation and 
transmission cooperative providing electricity to 28 distribution cooperatives in 
Minnesota and Wisconsin. It is the second largest power supplier in the state of 
Minnesota, and the fourth largest cooperative of its type in the nation. 

Portland, Oregon-based PPM Energy ( www.ppmenergy.com) is part of the 
ScottishPower group of companies. With a portfolio of more than 1,600 MW of wind 
power under its control in operation or under construction, PPM Energy is well on its 
way toward its goal of bringing 2,300 MW of new wind power to market by 2010.  
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